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Introduction 

 
Thank you for inviting me to be a part of your very 

special and sacred day.  May God richly bless you on 

your journey together as partners in love.  If you ever 

have any questions or need pastoral guidance or prayer, 

please don’t hesitate to contact me.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Fr. Mark Whitten 

mark@marktwhitten.com 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

“And these three remain, hope, faith and love.” 

~1 Corinthians 13:13 
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NOTES 

  



 

 

The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage 
 

I. Assemble 
 
Minister with back to the ocean 
Assembled guests facing minister in 
semi-circle 
Groom stands facing the assembly to the 
left of the minister 
Bride is escorted by father or presenter 
(if applicable) parting the semi-circle of 
assembled guests 
Bride to right of minister 
Groom to left of minister 

  



 

  

II. Address and Welcome 
 
Beloved of God, we have come together 
this evening in presence of our Creator 
to celebrate and bless a commitment of 
love.  It is a commitment that 
n.______________________ and 
n.______________________ believe to be 
the leadership of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The bond and covenant of marriage was 
established by God in creation and our 
Lord Jesus Christ adorned this manner 
of life by his presence and first miracle 
at a wedding in Cana of Galilee. 
 
It signifies to us the mystery of the 
union between Christ and his Church, 
and Holy Scripture commends it to be 
honored among all people. 
 

  



 

 

III. Welcome and Prayer 
 
N._______________________ and 
N._______________________ welcome 
you, their family and friends.  Each of 
you have given a part of yourselves as an 
investment in their lives. 
 
They want you to know that your love, 
guidance and encouragement will 
forever be appreciated. 
 
It is fitting then that you should share in 
this celebration of their commitment to 
each other. 
 
[Prayer] Let us Pray 

• Praise and thanks for creation 

• Ask for Father’s blessing and 
hand on ceremony. 

• Invite presence and leadership of 
the Holy Spirit 

  



 

  

IV. Declaration of Consent 
 

 Into this Holy Union 
N.__________________ 
And N.____________________ (full names) 
now come to be joined. 
 
If any of you can show just cause why they 
may not be lawfully married, speak now, or 
forever hold your peace…(short pause) 
 
It is my privilege to ask:  “Who gives this 
woman in marriage to this man?” 
[Father (or presenter) of bride says, “Her 
mother and I.”] 
 
[Please face each other] 
(Groom and Bride turn to face each other 
holding hands) 
 
Julie, will you have this man to be your 
husband; to live together in the covenant of 
marriage?  Will you love him, comfort him, 
honor him, and keep him in sickness and in 
health; and forsaking all others, be faithful 
to him as long as you both shall live? 
[Bride says, “I will.”] 
 
Charley, will you have this woman to be 
your wife; to live together in the covenant 
of marriage?  Will you love her, comfort her, 
honor her, and keep her in sickness and in 
health; and forsaking all others, be faithful 
to her as long as you both shall live? 



 

 

[Groom says, “I will.”] 
V. Song (or special insertion) 

 
We will now have a son sung by 
N.________________________. 
 
[Bride and Groom will turn slightly 
toward the singer] 
 
 
Song Title:  ________________________ 
 
 
[At the conclusion of the song, the Bride 
and Groom will face one another again] 

  



 

  

VI. Ministry of the Word 
 

A. The Lord be with you 
[The Assembled reply: “And also with 
you.”] 
 
N. _____________________ will now read 
the Holy Scripture, from the book of 
________________________, Chapter ___ 
Verse(s). 
 
Thank you N.____________________ 
 

B. Introduction to message [You may be 
seated (if chairs present)] 
 

C. [Read SOS 2:10-13 (or other relevant 
passage)] 

 
“My beloved spoke and said to me: 
Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come 
away with me. 
For behold, the winter is past, the rain is 
over and gone.  The flowers appear on 
the earth; the time for singing has 
come….Rise up my fair one and come 
away.” 
 

D. Minister delivers a short, pertinent 
message: 

  



 

 

VII. Exchange of Rings 
 
A. As an expression of your 

commitment this evening, you will 
now exchange rings. 
 
May I have the rings? 
[Ring bearer(s) will give rings to 
minister] 
 
Much is suggested about the quality 
of your love as we look at the rings.  
Made of gold, one of the purest 
metals, the rings suggest your 
commitment of unfailing purity and 
fidelity in your love. 
 
So as you wear it, may you be 
continually reminded of this 
commitment. 
 

B. Blessing of the Rings 
 
“Bless, O Lord, these rings to be a 
sign of the vows by which this man 
and woman have bound themselves 
to each other, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.” 
 
[Give Groom’s ring to Bride, and 
Bride’s ring to Groom] 
 

C. Giving of the Rings 



 

  

1. Charley, as you take the ring to 
place it on your bride’s finger, 
please repeat these words after 
me. 
 
“N.______________________, with 
this ring, I commit all my love to 
you.  I receive you, as God’s gift 
to me.  I receive every quality of 
your life, as purposed by God, to 
perfect virtue in me. As God 
enables me, I will lead our home 
spiritually, under the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ.   
 
I will seek to support and 
encourage you, through each life 
adventure and challenge.  All that 
is mine is yours.” 
 

2. Now N.____________________, as 
you take the ring for 
N.________________ and place it 
on his finger, please repeat these 
words after me. 

    
 
“N._____________________, with 
this ring I commit all my love to 
you.  I receive you as God’s gift to 
me.  I receive every quality of 
your life, to perfect virtue in me.  I 
trust the Lord to enable me to be 
submissive to you as my spiritual 



 

 

head, and leader of our home.  I 
will seek to support you, 
encourage you, and follow you , 
through each life adventure and 
challenge.” 



 

  

VIII. Prayer and Blessing over the Couple 
 
[I invite each of you to extend your 
hands towards N. 
_____________________ and 
N._______________ as a sign of blessing 
and validation of this couple’s marriage. 
 
The Bride’s father will now offer a 
blessing upon this couple (or other 
appropriate gesture)] 

  



 

 

IX. Pronouncement of Marriage 
 
N._____________ and N._______________, 
in as much as you have declared your 
willingness and intention to enter the 
state of marriage with each other, and 
have declared this in the company of 
God and these witnesses, and have 
given to each other a symbol of this 
commitment these rings, by virtue of the 
authority vested in me as a minister of 
the gospel and according to the laws of 
the state, I pronounce you husband and 
wife. 
 
N.___________________, you may kiss 
your bride… [Groom greets Bride] 
 
What God has joined together, let no one 
tear apart. 
 
Go forth from this place in the name of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
as husband and wife, with the blessing 
of these present and our most Holy God.  
Be loving, patient, and kind.  And above 
all, forgive one another as Christ has 
forgiven you. 
 
[Bride and Groom turn to face the 
Assembled (pause for photos) 
 
It is my pleasure to introduce to you 
gathered, for the very first time: 



 

  

Mr. and Mrs. 
N.__________________________________. 
[Bride and Groom depart] 

  



 

 

X. Dismissal 
 
The Bride and Groom have invited you 
all back to the room for refreshments 
before we convene at the dinner 
reception. 
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you,  
may He cause His face to shine upon 
you, and give you peace. 
 
Thank you for your presence here today 
for this sacred event.   
You are dismissed. 
 
~Amen 

 
 

  
 
 
 
   



 

  

A Finishing Note 

  

Thank you for allowing me to be a part of this most, 
momentous occasion in your life.  My prayer is that you 
both live a long and happy life together.  Remember, that 
love and suffering is the catalyst for change, healing and 
wholeness.  Fight for each other.  Tend one another’s 
hearts.  And let freedom, transparency and trust be the 
foundation of your relationship together.  With God’s 
help, you will endure and succeed.   

 

Grateful, 

 

Fr. Mark Whitten 

 

www.marktwhitten.com 

mark@marktwhitten.com 

 

Locust and Honey Press 
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